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~~ 
racket busted 

Kozhlkode. In a joint opera- 
tion, sleuths from the CBI, 

Customs and department of 
revenue intelligence on 

Tuesday seized a huge vol- 
ume of foreign brand ciga- 

rettes while it was being 
smuggled into the country 
from the Gulf and detained 

around 21 passengers at 
Karipur airport here, sources 

said. Off iciais have also 
detained a batch of officials 
from the customs and other 

departments on the suspi- 
cion that they had links with 

the cigarette smugglers, 
they said. Sources said the 
cigarettes' being smuggled 

can easily be detected in 
scanning but such checking 
and recovery were not car- 

ried out effectively. The less 
number of seizures from the 
side of officials generated a 

suspicion about their 
involvement and based on 
intelligence inputs, a joint 

operation was launched to 
bust the syndicate. - PTI 


