INDIA TODAY

Syrup samples of 2 pharma companies in
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat flagged to be spurious

Samples of syrups manufactured by two pharmaceutical companies based
in Gujarat and Tamil Nadu have been found to have contaminants ethylene
glycol and diethylene glycol, which were earlier detected in some syrups
that were allegedly linked to deaths in the Gambia, Uzbekistan and
Cameroon since last year, officials said.

These are among 48 drugs, samples of which were declared as "not of
standard quality" and "spurious" by the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), out of a total of 1,166 samples tested in August.

Samples from a batch of cough syrup and another batch of anti-allergy
syrup manufactured by Gujarat-based Norris Medicines Limited were found
to be not of standard quality, containing 0.118 per cent ethylene glycol and
0.171 per cent ethylene glycol and 0.243 per cent diethylene glycol
respectively.
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