
 

Fertilizer Flying Squads seize 70,000 bags of suspected 
spurious urea 

 

New Delhi: The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has said its Fertilizer 
Flying Squads (FFS) have carried out over 370 surprise inspections in 15 
states and Union Territories, uncovering the diversion of urea and seizing 
70,000 bags of potentially counterfeit product. 
This crackdown led to the filing of 30 First Information Reports (FIRs) and 
the deauthorization of 112 mixture manufacturers found to have procedural 
and documentation irregularities. 

The inspections targeted mixture, Single Superphosphate (SSP), and NPK 
(Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium) units, with 33% of the 268 tested 
samples declared sub-standard and 45% found to contain neem oil 
content. The action has curbed black marketing, hoarding, and the supply 
of sub-standard fertilizers across India, a release said. 
Demand for Technical Grade Urea has surged, prompting neighboring 
countries to request imports from India for the first time. Illegal diversion of 
subsidized urea intended for agriculture has contributed to shortages for 
farmers amid a global fertilizer crisis. 
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